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OVERVIEW 

INDEPENDENT FIELD TEST DESCRIPTION 

An independent field test for the Hawai‘i State Alternate Assessment (HSA-Alt) was conducted 

during spring 2016 and fall 2016. The independent field test assessed Writing standards for 

placement on the grade band or grade level operational forms beginning in spring 2017. 

OPERATIONAL TEST DESCRIPTION 

The HSA-Alt in English Language Arts (ELA) is developed for two grade bands, 3–5 and 6–8, and 

for high school. During every operational administration, each grade band or grade level form 

contains a series of 12 operational performance tasks. Each form could also contain up to three 

newly developed field test performance tasks. Each of the 12 operational tasks contains four to 

six items, for a total of 48 to 72 operational items per form. Each of the three field test tasks 

contains six to eight items, for a total of 18 to 24 field test items per form. The three field test 

tasks will be inserted at the end of each form. These field test tasks will be administered to all 

students who take the assessment online. 

Items become increasingly more complex and difficult within a task, and tasks become 

increasingly more complex as the student moves through the test form.  

Students can enter the assessment at one of three different start points: Task 1, Task 3, or Task 6. 

The task at which students begin the assessment is determined by the prior year’s scale score. If 

the prior year’s scale score is not available, the raw score from the Student Placement 

Questionnaire (SPQ) is used to determine the start point. The task at which students exit the 

assessment is not predetermined. Each start point has a minimal range of operational tasks that 

a student should complete.  

COMMUNICATION LEVELS 

The tasks and items written for the HSA-Alt in ELA are designed not only to assess the Hawai‘i 

Common Core Standards (HCC) but also to provide access at three communication levels. These 

communication levels refer to the communication method that students use. Tasks and items 

written to the pre-symbolic level are intended for nonverbal students who communicate mainly 

with gestures and eye gaze. Tasks and items written to the symbolic level are intended for 

students who speak, have a vocabulary of signs, or use pictures to communicate. Tasks and items 

written to the abstract level are intended for students who speak, read, write, and understand 

sentences. 

  



HSA-Alt English Language Arts Test Specifications 

2 
 

GENERAL BLUEPRINT AND TEST DESIGN 

GENERAL BLUEPRINT 

The HSA-Alt in ELA allows a student to enter the assessment at one of three start points. Students 

who enter the assessment at Task 1 must continue the assessment at least through Task 5. 

Students who enter the assessment at Task 3 must continue the assessment at least through Task 

9. Students who enter the assessment at Task 6 must continue the assessment through Task 12. 

The table below specifies the number of operational tasks, items, and points that students 

entering the assessment at each start point will encounter as they progress through the 

assessment to the minimum stopping point for that level. During the administration, regardless 

of a student’s respective start point, it is required that he or she be administered the three field 

test tasks if they appear at the end of the grade band or grade level form (Tasks 13, 14, and 15). 

HSA-Alt in ELA 

Grade Bands 3–5 and 6–8, and High School 

Entry/Minimum 
Start/Stop Points 

Number of 
Operational Tasks 

Number of 
Operational Items 

Estimated 
Number of Points 

Task 1/Task 5 5 20–30 40–60 

Task 3/Task 9 7 28–42 56–84 

Task 6/Task 12 7 28–42 56–84 

Total 12 48-72 96–144 

TASKS BY HAWAI‘I COMMON CORE STANDARDS (HCC) STRANDS 

The HSA-Alt in ELA is currently aligned to the Hawai‘i Common Core Standards (HCC) for English 

Language Arts. It is important to note that at the time of the first administration, the only HCC 

English Language Arts standards that were assessed were those that directly crosswalked with 

the Hawai‘i Content and Performance Standards (HCPS III) for Reading.  

At present, the only HCC strands included in the blueprints for HSA-Alt in ELA are Literature, 

Informational Text, Writing, and Language. Foundational Skills and Speaking and Listening are 

not included in the HSA-Alt in ELA blueprints at this time. Foundational Skills are also not 

measured by the state’s general assessment. Speaking and Listening are measured by the general 

assessment. However, due to the nature of the disabilities of students who take the HSA-Alt in 

ELA, Speaking and Listening are not considered an appropriate strand to measure. 

Under the current blueprints, the breakdown of the HCC strands by task is as follows: For the 

grade band 3–5 assessment, four tasks are based on the HCC Literature standards, four tasks are 

based on the HCC Informational Text standards, two tasks are based on the HCC Writing 

standards, and two tasks are based on the HCC Language standards. For the grade band 6–8 
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assessment, three tasks are based on the HCC Literature standards, five tasks are based on the 

HCC Informational Text standards, two tasks are based on the HCC Writing standards, and two 

tasks are based on the HCC Language standards. For the high school assessment, two tasks are 

based on the HCC Literature standards, six tasks are based on the HCC Informational Text 

standards, two tasks are based on the HCC Writing standards, and two tasks are based on the 

HCC Language standards. 

HSA-Alt in ELA Blueprint: Operational Tasks by HCC Strand 

Grade Band 3–5 

Strand Number of Tasks Number of Items 
Estimated Number 

of Points 

I. Literature 4 16–24 32–48 

II. Informational Text 4 16–24 32–48 

IV. Writing 2 8–12 16–24 

VI. Language 2 8–12 16–24 

 

 

HSA-Alt in ELA Blueprint: Operational Tasks by HCC Strand 

Grade Band 6–8 

Strand Number of Tasks Number of Items 
Estimated Number 

of Points 

I. Literature 3 12–18 24–36 

II. Informational Text 5 20–30 40–60 

IV. Writing 2 8–12 16–24 

VI. Language 2 8–12 16–24 

 

 

HSA-Alt in ELA Blueprint: Operational Tasks by HCC Strand 

High School 

Strand Number of Tasks Number of Items 
Estimated Number 

of Points 

I. Literature 2 8–12 16–24 

II. Informational Text 6 24–36 48–72 

IV. Writing 2 8–12 16–24 

VI. Language 2 8–12 16–24 
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TASKS AND STRANDS BY START POINT (COGNITIVE LEVELS) 

Since the HSA-Alt in ELA is stage adaptive by cognitive level, the start point for each student is 

determined either by analyzing the student’s ELA test score from the previous year or by using 

the raw score from the Student Placement Questionnaire (SPQ). The SPQ is completed in advance 

of testing by the Test Administrator or other teacher familiar with the student’s ability in the 

content area. The test delivery system uses either the previous year’s test score or the raw score 

from the SPQ to accurately place the student at the correct start point in the stage adaptive test. 

Students entering the assessment at one of three start points (Task 1, Task 3, or Task 6) must 

encounter tasks focused on each of the assessed strands per the test blueprint. The following 

charts provide a breakdown of the tasks by strand that students starting at each of the start 

points will encounter. 

These charts were developed by following three guidelines:  

1. Each student will receive at least one task aligned to each of the assessed strands. 

2. Students who enter the assessment at Task 1 will not be administered two tasks in a row 

based on the same strand. Students who enter the assessment at Task 3 or Task 6 may be 

administered two tasks in a row based on the same strand, but not three tasks in a row 

based on the same strand. 

3. The proportion of tasks for the strands of Literature and Informational Text will change 

from grade band (or grade level) to grade band (or grade level). That is, the number of 

tasks based on the Literature strand will decrease as the grade bands (grade levels) 

increase and the number of tasks based on the Informational Text strand will increase as 

the grade bands (grade levels) increase. 

Four possible designs that can be used for each operational form are presented on the following 

pages. Alternate designs may be needed because the items in each form must be arranged so 

that the form as a whole becomes more difficult as the task number increases.  

The following charts use these abbreviations:  

 Lit: Literature  
 Inf: Informational Text 
 W: Writing 
 Lg: Language 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 

Design 1 

HSA-Alt in ELA 

Grade Band 3–5 

Level Tasks 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Start Point 1 Lit Lg Inf Lit W        
Start Point 2   Inf Lit W Lit Lg Inf W    

Start Point 3      Lit Lg Inf W Inf Lit Inf 
 

 

Design 2 

HSA-Alt in ELA 

Grade Band 3–5 

Level Tasks 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Start Point 1 Inf Lg Lit W Lit        

Start Point 2   Lit W Lit Inf Lg W Inf    
Start Point 3      Inf Lg W Inf Lit Inf Lit 
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Design 3 
HSA-Alt in ELA 

Grade Band 3–5 

Level Tasks 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Start Point 1 Lit Inf W Lg Inf        

Start Point 2   W Lg Inf Lit Inf Lit Inf    
Start Point 3      Lit Inf Lit Inf Lg Lit W 

 

 

Design 4 
HSA-Alt in ELA 

Grade Band 3–5 

Level Tasks 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Start Point 1 Lit W Lit Lg Inf        
Start Point 2   Lit Lg Inf W Inf Lit Inf    

Start Point 3      W Inf Lit Inf Lg Inf Lit 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 

Design 1 
HSA-Alt in ELA 

Grade Band 6–8 

Level Tasks 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Start Point 1 Lit Lg Inf W Inf        
Start Point 2   Inf W Inf Inf Lg Inf Lit    

Start Point 3      Inf Lg Inf Lit Inf Lit W 
 

 

Design 2 
HSA-Alt in ELA 

Grade Band 6–8 
Level Tasks 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Start Point 1 Inf Lit W Lit Lg        

Start Point 2   W Lit Lg Inf Lit Inf Inf    
Start Point 3      Inf Lit Inf Inf W Lg Inf 
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Design 3 
HSA-Alt in ELA 

Grade Band 6–8 

Level Tasks 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Start Point 1 Lit Inf Lit Lg W        

Start Point 2   Lit Lg W Inf Lit Inf Inf    
Start Point 3      Inf Lit Inf Inf W Inf Lg 

 

 

Design 4 
HSA-Alt in ELA 

Grade Band 6–8 

Level Tasks 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Start Point 1 Lg Inf Lit Inf W        
Start Point 2   Lit Inf W Inf Lg Inf Inf    

Start Point 3      Inf Lg Inf Inf Lit W Lit 
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HIGH SCHOOL 

Design 1 
HSA-Alt in ELA 

High School 

Level Tasks 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Start Point 1 Inf Lg W Lit Inf        
Start Point 2   W Lit Inf Inf Lg Inf W    

Start Point 3      Inf Lg Inf W Inf Lit Inf 
 

 

Design 2 
HSA-Alt in ELA 

High School 
Level Tasks 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Start Point 1 Inf Lit Inf Lg W        

Start Point 2   Inf Lg W Inf Lit Inf Inf    
Start Point 3      Inf Lit Inf Inf Lg Inf W 
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Design 3 
HSA-Alt in ELA 

High School 

Level Tasks 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Start Point 1 Inf Lg Inf W Lit        

Start Point 2   Inf W Lit Inf Inf Lg Inf    
Start Point 3      Inf Inf Lg Inf W Lit Inf 

 

 

Design 4 
HSA-Alt in ELA 

High School 

Level Tasks 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Start Point 1 Lg Inf Inf Lit W        
Start Point 2   Inf Lit W Inf Lg Inf Inf    

Start Point 3      Inf Lg Inf Inf Lit W Inf 
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ITEM FORMATS 

There are three types of items in the HSA-Alt in ELA: engagement items, two-option multiple-

choice items, and three-option multiple-choice items with partial credit. 

Engagement Items 

The main purpose of engagement items (EI) is to engage the student’s interest in a task and 

to set the context for the remaining items in the task. Engagement items are scored on a 

rubric from 1 to 4 points. Points are given on the basis of the extent of engagement (e.g., eye 

gaze, touching) the student demonstrates. However, beginning in the spring 2016 test 

administration, the points are not included in the student’s overall ELA score. This is because 

the content standards do not allow for the use of non-academic content in awarding points. 

In addition, engagement items assess a skill (student engagement) rather than the student’s 

content knowledge. 

A sample 4-point engagement rubric follows. 
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Engagement items are administered to the student by a Test Administrator. Each 

engagement item is preceded by a page that instructs the Test Administrator to 

administer the item. 

 

Two-Option Multiple-Choice Items 

Two-option multiple-choice items are given a score of 1 point if the student answers the item 

successfully on the first try. A second try is not allowed. 
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Three-Option Multiple-Choice Items with Partial Credit 

Three-option multiple-choice items are given a score of 2 points if the student answers the 

item successfully on the first attempt. 

 

If the student’s first attempt is incorrect, one option is removed, making the item a two-

option multiple-choice question, and the student is asked the question again. If the student 

is successful on the second attempt, 1 point is awarded. 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RL.1 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RL.1 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RL.1 

Quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

Refer to details and examples in a 
text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers. 

Essence: It is important to use evidence from the text to support conclusions and inferences. 

Content Specification 1: Given an inferential question, locate details from the text to support the 
answer 
Content Specification 2: Given a factual question, locate details from the text to support the answer 
Content Specification 3: Answer literal questions related to concrete ideas in the text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Literal information stated directly in the text and logical inferences from the text 
 Common topics about everyday life 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, based on the story, what makes Mary smile? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, why is John late for work?  

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, where do John and Karen eat lunch?  
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RL.2 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RL.2 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RL.2 

Determine a theme of a story, 
drama, or poem from details in the 
text, including how characters in a 
story or drama respond to 
challenges or how the speaker in a 
poem reflects upon a topic; 
summarize the text. 

Determine a theme of a story, 
drama, or poem from details in the 
text; summarize the text. 

Recount stories, including fables, 
folktales, and myths from diverse 
cultures; determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral and 
explain how it is conveyed through 
key details in the text. 

Essence: Summarizing can help to determine the theme of a text. Characters can change over time, just 
as people in real life change in response to their environment. 

Content Specification 1: State or determine the theme of literary texts from various genres (e.g., stories, 
poems, plays, fables, folktales) 
Content Specification 2: Recount literary texts from various genres (e.g., stories, poems, plays, fables, 
folktales) 
Content Specification 3: Identify events and details from familiar literary texts from various genres (e.g., 
stories, poems, plays, fables, folktales) 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Common stories about everyday life; fables 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, what is theme of the story? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what do the hare and the tortoise do in the story?  

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, where does Kara’s family go in the story? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RL.3 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RL.3 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RL.3 

Compare and contrast two or more 
characters, settings, or events in a 
story or drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text (e.g., how 
characters interact). 

Describe in depth a character, 
setting, or event in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details 
in the text (e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions). 

Describe characters in a story (e.g., 
their traits, motivations, or 
feelings) and explain how their 
actions contribute to the sequence 
of events. 

Essence: The author uses story/literary elements to advance the action along through the plot. 

Content Specification 1: Compare or contrast characters, settings, or events 
Content Specification 2: Describe characters, settings, or events 
Content Specification 3: Identify characters, settings, or events 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Literal information stated directly in the text 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, what do Tim and Sarah both like to do at school? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what is inside the barn? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, where does the story take place? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RL.4 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RL.4 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RL.4 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative language 
such as metaphors and similes. 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including those that allude to 
significant characters found in 
mythology (e.g., Herculean). 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, distinguishing literal from 
nonliteral language. 

Essence: Words and phrases can have different meanings, depending on how the author chooses to use 
them in the context of a text. 

Content Specification 1: Demonstrate the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text 
Content Specification 2: Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings 
Content Specification 3: Match a word with a picture/object that indicates its meaning 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Tasks written to this content specification set will only assess students on vocabulary that 

typically appears in reading materials for grades 3–5  

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, what does Tammy mean when she says “I had a blast”? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what does the author say in the poem that shows he is sad? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which object is soft? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RL.9 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RL.9 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RL.9 

Compare and contrast stories in 
the same genre (e.g., mysteries and 
adventure stories) on their 
approaches to similar themes and 
topics. 

Compare and contrast the 
treatment of similar themes and 
topics (e.g., opposition of good and 
evil) and patterns of events (e.g., 
the quest) in stories, myths, and 
traditional literature from different 
cultures. 

Compare and contrast the themes, 
settings, and plots of stories 
written by the same author about 
the same or similar characters 
(e.g., in books from a series). 

Essence: Story genres can have similar story/literary elements, themes, and topics. 

Content Specification 1: Describe differences between two stories from the same genre 
Content Specification 2: Describe similarities between two stories from the same genre 
Content Specification 3: Identify similar characters in two stories 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 May include literature prose, poetry, characters, settings, plots, themes, and imagery 
 Do not compare the effectiveness between two texts 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, how are the events from these stories different? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what are both of these stories about? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which characters from these stories like spicy foods? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RI.1 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RI.1 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RI.1 

Quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

Refer to details and examples in a 
text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers. 

Essence: The information in a text can be either explicit or inferred. 

Content Specification 1: Given an inferential question, locate details from the text to support the 
answer 
Content Specification 2: Given a factual question, locate details from the text to support the answer 
Content Specification 3: Answer literal questions about the text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Literal information stated directly in the text and inferences that can be easily drawn from the 

text 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, based on the passage, why is the pizza hot? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what does a plant need to grow? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, where does the airplane land? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RI.2 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RI.2 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RI.2 

Determine two or more main ideas 
of a text and explain how they are 
supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

Determine the main idea of a text 
and explain how it is supported by 
key details; summarize the text. 

Determine the main idea of a text; 
recount the key details and explain 
how they support the main idea. 

 

Essence: Determine the main idea and summarize. 

Content Specification 1: Identify the main idea, locate supporting details and restate the main idea 
Content Specification 2: Given the main idea, locate supporting details 
Content Specification 3: Identify the main idea 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Texts with a main idea and supporting details that are easily identifiable 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which details supports the main idea? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which sentence explains why recycling is important?  

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what is the moral of this story? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RI.3 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RI.3 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RI.3 

Explain the relationships or 
interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, 
or technical text based on specific 
information in the text. 

Explain events, procedures, ideas, 
or concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, 
based on specific information in 
the text. 

Describe the relationship between 
a series of historical events, 
scientific ideas or concepts, or 
steps in technical procedures in a 
text, using language that pertains 
to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect. 

 

Essence: Understanding relationships between individuals, events, or concepts. 

Content Specification 1: Identify connections between two events or procedures 
Content Specification 2: Describe steps or events using specific information from text 
Content Specification 3: Sequence events or steps in a process 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Informational/procedural texts with explicit information and inferences that are easily 

identifiable 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, why do snakes shed their skin as they grow? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, according to the rules, what should students do before leaving the cafeteria? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what is the first step in the recipe? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RI.4 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RI.4 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RI.4 

Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 5 topic or 
subject area. 

Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific 
words or phrases in a text relevant 
to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 3 topic or 
subject area. 

 

Essence: Word meanings can be determined through a study of word parts and origins. 

Content Specification 1: Make connections with other key words in a text to determine the meaning of 
a word 
Content Specification 2: Associate a word to another word with a similar meaning 
Content Specification 3: Match a word with a picture/object that indicates its meaning 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Vocabulary consistent with topics in grades 3–5 
 Single meaning words 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which word helps us understand what “ready” means? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what does the word “tight” mean? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which object is a ball? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RI.5 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RI.5 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RI.5 

Compare and contrast the overall 
structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/ solution) of events, 
ideas, concepts, or information in 
two or more texts. 

Describe the overall structure (e.g., 
chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/solution) of 
events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in a text or part of a 
text. 

Use text features and search tools 
(e.g., key words, sidebars, 
hyperlinks) to locate information 
relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

 

Essence: Information in a text can be organized in different ways. 

Content Specification 1: Compare similarities or differences in the organizing structure of two texts 
Content Specification 2: Describe similarities or differences in the organizing structure of two texts 
Content Specification 3: Identify a characteristic/element in one text organizing structure 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Texts may include functional texts (maps, charts, schedules, manuals, etc.) and general 

information texts (books, magazines, Web pages, etc.) 
 Structures such as compare and contrast, cause and effect, sequential and chronological order, 

proposition and support 
 Text organizers may include headings, graphic features, and tables of contents 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, how do these two schedules order events differently? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, where can we find the indices in both of these books? 

Content Specification 3: 
Look at the table of contents. Show me, on which page of the magazine can we find a recipe for chicken 
soup? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RI.7 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RI.7 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RI.7 

Draw on information from multiple 
print or digital sources, 
demonstrating the ability to locate 
an answer to a question quickly or 
to solve a problem efficiently. 

Interpret information presented 
visually, orally, or quantitatively 
(e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, 
time lines, animations, or 
interactive elements on Web 
pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an 
understanding of the text in which 
it appears. 

Use information gained from 
illustrations (e.g., maps, 
photographs) and the words in a 
text to demonstrate understanding 
of the text (e.g., where, when, why, 
and how key events occur). 

 

Essence: Multiple resources are used to research a topic, answer a question, or solve a problem. 

Content Specification 1: Locate the answers to questions from print/graphic sources 
Content Specification 2: Answer a literal question from a given source (e.g., simple maps, graphs, charts, 
text) 
Content Specification 3: Select an appropriate source to answer a literal question 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Identifying the type of source (magazine, encyclopedia, Web resource) or specific title that 

would most likely provide information on a certain topic or for a certain research purpose 
 Identifying the best way to locate information in a given source (e.g., identifying the most 

appropriate keyword to initiate a search for given information) 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, on which level of the mall can we find a men’s clothing store?  

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, according to the instructions, how much food should we give a goldfish each day? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what should we use to find out how late the grocery store is open? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RI.8 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RI.8 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RI.8 

Explain how an author uses 
reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, 
identifying which reasons and 
evidence support which point(s). 

Explain how an author uses 
reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text. 

Describe the logical connection 
between particular sentences and 
paragraphs in a text (e.g., 
comparison, cause/effect, 
first/second/third in a sequence). 

 

Essence: The author uses reasoning and provides evidence to support and develop ideas in a text. 

Content Specification 1: Locate a reason/detail that supports points from a text 
Content Specification 2: Recall evidence from a text 
Content Specification 3: Identify the topic of a text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Literal information stated directly in the text 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which detail supports the writer’s point of view? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, why does the student think the benches in the park need to be replaced? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what is the passage about? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.RI.9 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.RI.9 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.RI.9 

Integrate information from several 
texts on the same topic in order to 
write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably. 

Integrate information from two 
texts on the same topic in order to 
write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably. 

Compare and contrast the most 
important points and key details 
presented in two texts on the same 
topic. 

 

Essence: Gather sources/information about the same topic and write/speak about it. 

Content Specification 1: Gather information about a selected topic from multiple sources and report key 
details 
Content Specification 2: Gather information about a selected topic from multiple sources 
Content Specification 3: Identify two pieces of information about the same topic 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Functional documents (e.g., maps, menus, schedules, advertisements) 
 Identifying the types of sources that would provide the necessary information 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, according to the advertisement, how much does milk cost at the grocery store?  

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, where can we look to find the weather forecast?  

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what does this map tell us about our location?  
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.W.1 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.W.1 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.W.1 

Write opinion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point of view 
with reasons and information. 

Write opinion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point of view 
with reasons and information. 

Write opinion pieces on familiar 
topics or texts, supporting a point 
of view with reasons; 3.W.1.b 
Provide reasons that support the 
opinion. 

 

Essence: Opinions from the reader’s point of view should be supported by logical reasoning. 

Content Specification 1: Express an opinion and support it with one or more details 
Content Specification 2: Explain an opinion on a given topic 
Content Specification 3: State or select an opinion 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words and sentences on topics appropriate for grades 3–5 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which detail supports this opinion? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what does this opinion mean? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which sentence expresses an opinion? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.W.1.a 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.W.1.a 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.W.1.a 

Introduce a topic or text clearly, 
state an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure in which 
ideas are logically grouped to 
support the writer’s purpose. 

Introduce a topic or text clearly, 
state an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure in which 
related ideas are grouped to 
support the writer’s purpose. 

Introduce the topic or text they are 
writing about, state an opinion, 
and create an organizational 
structure that lists reasons. 

 

Essence: A clear text organizes its ideas and supports them with details. 

Content Specification 1: Provide details from the text that support the author’s purpose 
Content Specification 2: Determine the type of organizational structure used in a text 
Content Specification 3: Identify an opinion stated in a text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words and sentences on topics appropriate for grades 3–5 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which details support the author’s opinion? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, how does the author organize the information in this paragraph? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which sentence is an opinion from the text? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.W.1.d 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.W.1.d 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.W.1.d 

Provide a concluding statement or 
section related to the opinion 
presented. 

Provide a concluding statement or 
section related to the opinion 
presented. 

Provide a concluding statement or 
section. 

 

Essence: An ending statement summarizes the information presented in a text. 

Content Specification 1: Construct an ending sentence 
Content Specification 2: Identify an ending sentence 
Content Specification 3: Identify a word that indicates an ending 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words and sentences on topics appropriate for grades 3–5 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which words belong in the ending to this report? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which sentence belongs at the end of the paragraph? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which word in this sentence tells us that this is the ending? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.W.2.a 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.W.2.a 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.W.2.a 

Introduce a topic clearly, provide a 
general observation and focus, and 
group related information logically; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 

Introduce a topic clearly and group 
related information in paragraphs 
and sections; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), illustrations, and 
multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

Introduce a topic and group related 
information together; include 
illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

 

Essence: Text structures organize the information in a text. 

Content Specification 1: Compose or dictate a short paragraph that contains a main idea and supporting 
details. 
Content Specification 2: Identify a sentence in a paragraph that gives the main idea.  
Content Specification 3: Identify and/or describe the purpose common graphic structures in text (e.g., 
title, headings, table of contents, typeface, illustrations) 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words and sentences on topics appropriate for grades 3–5 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which detail we add to the paragraph to support the main idea? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which sentence is the main idea in this paragraph? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, why does the author include a picture in the text? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.W.2.b 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.W.2.b 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.W.2.b 

Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information 
and examples related to the topic. 

Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information 
and examples related to the topic. 

Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, and details. 

 

Essence: Developing a topic requires using multiple strategies. 

Content Specification 1: Topics are developed by adding related facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples 
Content Specification 2: Topics are developed by adding related facts, definitions, or concrete details 
Content Specification 3: Topics are developed by adding facts, definitions, and details 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words and sentences on topics appropriate for grades 3–5 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which detail can we add to the story to explain how Jimmy finally finds his missing shoe? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which definition can we add to describe what it means when something is familiar? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which detail can we add to describe where the story takes place? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

RESEARCH TO BUILD AND PRESENT KNOWLEDGE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.W.8 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.W.8 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.W.8 

Recall relevant information from 
experiences or gather relevant 
information from print and digital 
sources; summarize or paraphrase 
information in notes and finished 
work, and provide a list of sources. 

Recall relevant information from 
experiences or gather relevant 
information from print and digital 
sources; take notes and categorize 
information, and provide a list of 
sources. 

Recall information from 
experiences or gather information 
from print and digital sources; take 
brief notes on sources and sort 
evidence into provided categories. 

 

Essence: There is a process for conducting research that includes gathering information from multiple 
sources, including drawing from personal experiences, taking notes, paraphrasing, and citing sources. 

Content Specification 1: Sum up the information recalled from experience or gathered from research 
Content Specification 2: Connect details from experiences or research to a topic 
Content Specification 3: Recall a detail from experiences or research 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words and sentences on topics appropriate for grades 3–5 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which sentence sums up the information from the article and the brochure? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which detail from the biography could be included in this report about Cleopatra? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which detail is found on the website? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

RESEARCH TO BUILD AND PRESENT KNOWLEDGE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.W.9.a 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.W.9.a 

 

5.W.9 Draw evidence from literary 
or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research; 
5.W.9.a Apply grade 5 Reading 
standards to literature (e.g., 
“Compare and contrast two or 
more characters, settings, or 
events in a story or a drama, 
drawing on specific details in the 
text [e.g., how characters 
interact]”). 

4.W.9 Draw evidence from literary 
or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research; 
4.W.9.a Apply grade 4 Reading 
standards to literature (e.g., 
“Describe in depth a character, 
setting, or event in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details 
in the text [e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions].”). 

 

 

Essence: A closer reading of a text allows us to interpret, evaluate, and make connections. 

Content Specification 1: Describe similarities and/or differences between two or more characters in a 
story 
Content Specification 2: Identify specific details about characters, settings, or events in a story 
Content Specification 3: Identify a character, setting, or event in a story 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Adapted and/or grade level material on topics appropriate for grades 3–5 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which sentence compares Eddie and Myra’s morning routines? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which detail describes how Annie feels about doing chores? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, where does the story take place? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: VI. LANGUAGE 

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.L.4 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.L.4 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.L.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 
5 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 
4 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies; 
4.L.4.b Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek and Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., telegraph, 
photograph, autograph); 4.L.4.c 
Consult reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation 
and determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and 
phrases. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 
3 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies; 
3.L.4.b Determine the meaning of 
the new word formed when a 
known affix is added to a known 
word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, 
comfortable/uncomfortable, 
care/careless, heat/preheat); 
3.L.4.d Use glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital, 
to determine or clarify the precise 
meaning of key words and phrases. 

Essence: It is important to have multiple strategies for determining the meanings of words and phrases. 

Content Specification 1: Identify the meaning of unfamiliar words using prefix, suffix, or root word 
strategies 
Content Specification 2: Use context clues to determine the meaning of unknown words 
Content Specification 3: Identify the meaning of familiar words 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Vocabulary consistent with the curriculum in grades 3–5 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which part of the word “returned” tells us Leslie brought something back to the store? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which part of the sentence can help us understand what the word “arrive” means? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what does the word “hop” mean? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: VI. LANGUAGE 

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.L.5 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.L.5 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.L.5 

Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 

Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings; 4.L.5.a Explain the 
meaning of simple similes and 
metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a 
picture) in context. 

3.L.5.a Distinguish the literal and 
nonliteral meanings of words and 
phrases in context (e.g., take 
steps); 3.L.5.c Distinguish shades of 
meaning among related words that 
describe states of mind or degrees 
of certainty (e.g., knew, believed, 
suspected, heard, wondered). 

Essence: Words and phrases can have different meanings depending on how they are used in context. 

Content Specification 1: Identify synonyms or antonyms of familiar words 
Content Specification 2: Identify real-life connections between words and their use 
Content Specification 3: Sort words into categories 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Vocabulary consistent with the curriculum in grades 3–5 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which word means the same as “tripped”? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, when would be an appropriate time to for a person to say “excuse me”? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which words describe size? 
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GRADE BAND 3–5 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: VI. LANGUAGE 

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
5.L.6 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
4.L.6 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
3.L.6 

Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases, including those that signal 
contrast, addition, and other 
logical relationships (e.g., however, 
although, nevertheless, similarly, 
moreover, in addition). 

Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases, including those that signal 
precise actions, emotions, or states 
of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, 
stammered) and that are basic to a 
particular topic (e.g., wildlife, 
conservation, and endangered 
when discussing animal 
preservation). 

Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate conversational, 
general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal spatial 
and temporal relationships (e.g., 
After dinner that night we went 
looking for them). 

Essence: We use the new vocabulary we learn through reading and word study to communicate ideas. 

Content Specification 1: Use unfamiliar words and phrases associated with a particular topic 
Content Specification 2: Use words acquired from familiar texts and other stories 
Content Specification 3: Use temporal or transitional words when appropriate 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words must have been used in the context of a passage or other sentence 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
According to the passage, some sharks live in a marine habitat. Show me, which sentence uses the word 
“habitat” correctly? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which sentence uses the word “budge” in the same way? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which word belongs at the beginning of this sentence? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RL.1 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RL.1 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RL.1 

Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

Cite textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

Essence: Information found in the text can be used to help answer fact and inference questions. 

Content Specification 1: Given an inferential question, locate details from the text to support the 
answer 
Content Specification 2: Given a factual question, locate details from the text to support the answer 
Content Specification 3: Answer literal questions about the text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Directly inferred information and literal information stated directly in the text 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, based on the story, why is Tom late for school? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, in which city was George born? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what does Mike see when he goes outside? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RL.2 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RL.2 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RL.2 

Determine a theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of 
the text, including its relationship 
to the characters, setting, and plot; 
provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

Determine a theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of 
the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

Determine a theme or central idea 
of a text and how it is conveyed 
through particular details; provide 
a summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments. 

Essence: The theme of the text can be found by analyzing the conventions of fiction. 

Content Specification 1: Describe the theme of a text by analyzing the characters, setting, or plot 
Content Specification 2: Identify the theme, given a summary of the text 
Content Specification 3: Sequence main events 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Texts with easily inferred themes and a clear sequence of events 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, what is a lesson the reader can learn from Mark’s adventure? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what is a lesson that the story teaches us? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which event happens last in the story? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RL.3 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RL.3 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RL.3 

Analyze how particular lines of 
dialogue or incidents in a story or 
drama propel the action, reveal 
aspects of a character, or provoke 
a decision. 

Analyze how particular elements of 
a story or drama interact (e.g., how 
setting shapes the characters or 
plot). 

Describe how a particular story’s or 
drama’s plot unfolds in a series of 
episodes as well as how the 
characters respond or change as 
the plot moves toward a 
resolution. 

Essence: Literary elements can be analyzed to determine how the characters, setting, and plot have been 
crafted to interact and unfold. 

Content Specification 1: Identify and describe characters in a story (e.g., traits, motivations, and 
feelings) and/or setting in a story and explain how these elements contribute to the sequence of events 
Content Specification 2: Describe how a story’s plot unfolds in a sequence of events 
Content Specification 3: Identify a character or setting in a story 

Acceptable item types: 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Texts with a clear setting, plot, and sequence of events 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, why does Lisa decide to take the dog for a walk?  

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what happens after Harry decides to play outside? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which character builds a sandcastle on the beach?  
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RL.4 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RL.4 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RL.4 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other 
texts. 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds (e.g., 
alliteration) on a specific verse or 
stanza of a poem or section of a 
story or drama. 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of a specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 

 

Essence: Words can have different meanings depending on how they are used in a text. 

Content Specification 1: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative language  
Content Specification 2: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text 
Content Specification 3: Match a word or phrase from a text with a picture or object indicating its 
meaning 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Identification of the meaning of a word as it is used in a specific context 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, according to the story, what does it mean to be “as light as a feather”? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what does the phrase “zipped around” mean in the story? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which picture shows a smooth rock? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RL.5 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RL.5 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RL.5 

Compare and contrast the 
structure of two or more texts and 
analyze how the differing structure 
of each text contributes to its 
meaning and style. 

Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s 
form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, 
sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 

Analyze how a particular sentence, 
chapter, scene, or stanza fits into 
the overall structure of a text and 
contributes to the development of 
the theme, setting, or plot. 

Essence: The way that a text is organized contributes to our understanding and appreciation of the text. 

Content Specification 1: Compare the structure of a story with that of a poem, play, or song 
Content Specification 2: Identify common text structures or patterns (e.g., a sentence within a 
paragraph, a line within a play, drama verse within a song or poem) 
Content Specification 3: Identify a paragraph, stanza, or character’s part 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 

 Assessed content is limited to comprehension of basic text structures in stories and poems (e.g., 
sentences, paragraphs, stanzas) 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, how is the beginning of the poem we read similar to the beginning of the song we listened to? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which is a character’s line from the play? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which line from the play does James speak? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RL.6 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RL.6 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RL.6 

Analyze how differences in the 
points of view of the characters 
and the audience or reader (e.g., 
created through the use of 
dramatic irony) create such effects 
as suspense or humor. 

Analyze how an author develops 
and contrasts the points of view of 
different characters or narrators in 
a text. 

Explain how an author develops 
the point of view of the narrator or 
speaker in a text. 

Essence: Each character or storyteller may have a different idea of what happened in the story because 
each has a different “point of view.” 

Content Specification 1: Compare and/or contrast the viewpoints of the storyteller and the reader (self) 
Content Specification 2: Describe the storyteller and his or her point of view 
Content Specification 3: Identify who is telling the story 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Stories with an easily identifiable point of view 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, how is the storyteller different than you? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, why does the storyteller disagree with his friend? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, who is telling the story? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RL.9 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RL.9 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RL.9 

Analyze how a modern work of 
fiction draws on themes, patterns 
of events, or character types from 
myths, traditional stories, or 
religious works such as the Bible, 
including describing how the 
material is rendered new. 

Compare and contrast a fictional 
portrayal of a time, place, or 
character and a historical account 
of the same period as a means of 
understanding how authors of 
fiction use or alter history. 

Compare and contrast texts in 
different forms or genres (e.g., 
stories and poems; historical 
novels and fantasy stories) in terms 
of their approaches to similar 
themes and topics. 

Essence: Characters, events, and themes from modern stories can have similarities to traditional stories. 

Content Specification 1: Compare similar themes from two related works 
Content Specification 2: Describe similar events from two related works 
Content Specification 3: Identify similar characters from two related works 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Students are not expected to have prior knowledge of myths, traditional stories, or religious 

works such as the Bible 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, how are the lessons from both stories alike? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, how are the events in both stories alike?  

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which two characters have the same idea? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RI.1 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RI.1 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RI.1 

Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

Cite textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

Essence: Answers to questions about the text should be supported by information found in the text. 

Content Specification 1: Given an inferential question, locate details from the text to support the 
answer 
Content Specification 2: Given a factual question, locate details from the text to support the answer 
Content Specification 3: Answer literal questions about the text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Directly inferred information and literal information stated directly in the text 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, based on the passage, why is this rule important? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, according to the article, why is cotton an important crop? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, where does the author say cars are made? 

  



HSA-Alt English Language Arts Test Specifications 

45 
 

GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RI.2 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RI.2 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RI.2 

Determine a central idea of a text 
and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its 
relationship to supporting ideas; 
provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

Determine two or more central 
ideas in a text and analyze their 
development over the course of 
the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

Determine a central idea of a text 
and how it is conveyed through 
particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments. 

Essence: Main ideas in a text are supplemented by supporting details. 

Content Specification 1: Summarize the main idea with details from the text 
Content Specification 2: Locate details to support a given main idea 
Content Specification 3: Identify the main idea 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Texts with easily identifiable main ideas that are either directly stated or inferable 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which sentence from the first paragraph summarizes the main idea of the text? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which detail supports the main idea? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what is the main idea of the text? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RI.4 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RI.4 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RI.4 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning 
and tone, including analogies or 
allusions to other texts. 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of a 
specific word choice on meaning 
and tone. 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical 
meanings. 

Essence: The words an author uses can help to set the tone in a text and help us to understand the 
meaning of the text. 

Content Specification 1: Identify the words or phrases the author uses to set the tone 
Content Specification 2: Identify the tone from given words or phrases used by the author 
Content Specification 3: Match a word or phrase from a text with a picture of an object that indicates its 
meaning 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Vocabulary consistent with the curriculum in grades 6–8 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which word does the author use to show she agrees with the student? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, how does the author feel about the lake? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which picture shows fluffy cushions? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RI.5 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RI.5 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RI.5 

Analyze in detail the structure of a 
specific paragraph in a text, 
including the role of particular 
sentences in developing and 
refining a key concept. 

Analyze the structure an author 
uses to organize a text, including 
how the major sections contribute 
to the whole and to the 
development of the ideas. 

Analyze how a particular sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or section fits 
into the overall structure of a text 
and contributes to the 
development of the ideas. 

Essence: Paragraphs contain main ideas and supporting details. 

Content Specification 1: Identify a different sentence that supports the key concept of a paragraph 
Content Specification 2: Given multiple sentences, select which ones support the key concept of a 
paragraph 
Content Specification 3: Identify the key concept of a paragraph 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Texts with easily recognizable main ideas and supporting details for each paragraph 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which sentence supports the main idea of the paragraph? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which sentence in the paragraph supports the main idea? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what is this paragraph about? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RI.6 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RI.6 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RI.6 

Determine an author’s point of 
view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how the author 
acknowledges and responds to 
conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

Determine an author’s point of 
view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how the author 
distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others. 

Determine an author’s point of 
view or purpose in a text and 
explain how it is conveyed in the 
text. 

Essence: The author’s point of view can help us to understand the purpose of the text and to find the 
evidence that supports it. 

Content Specification 1: Defend the author’s point of view with supporting details from the text 
Content Specification 2: Identify details that support the author’s point of view 
Content Specification 3: Identify the author’s point of view 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Texts clearly stating the author’s point of view with supporting details throughout  

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, according to the passage, why is it important to wear a seat belt? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which sentence supports the author’s point of view? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, why does the author write this passage? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.RI.8 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.RI.8 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.RI.8 

Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
recognize when irrelevant evidence 
is introduced. 

Trace and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient to support the 
claims. 

Trace and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence 
from claims that are not. 

Essence: In order to evaluate an argument or claim we need to identify the relevant evidence that is used 
to support it. 

Content Specification 1: Categorize relevant and irrelevant information related to an argument or claim 
Content Specification 2: Identify information relevant to an argument or claim 
Content Specification 3: Identify the argument or claim 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Texts with clearly recognizable argumentation including relevant as well as irrelevant 

information 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which detail should the author include to support the argument? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which sentence is related to the author’s argument? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what is the author’s argument in this passage? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.W.1.a 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.W.1.a 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.W.1.a 

Introduce claim(s), acknowledge 
and distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and 
organize the reasons and evidence 
logically. 

Introduce claim(s), acknowledge 
alternate or opposing claims, and 
organize the reasons and evidence 
logically. 

Introduce claim(s) and organize the 
reasons and evidence clearly. 

 

Essence: Making a claim requires organizing reasons and evidence into a clear structure. 

Content Specification 1: Organize textual evidence in a logical manner 
Content Specification 2: Identify an opposing claim in a text 
Content Specification 3: Identify a claim in a text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words and sentences on topics appropriate for grades 6–8 
 Source materials (content-related text, directories, dictionaries, atlases, websites, news media) 

commonly used in grades 6–8 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which detail should supports the author’s claim/point/argument? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which claim/point/argument is different from this one? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what claim/point/argument does the author make in the article? 

 
  



HSA-Alt English Language Arts Test Specifications 

51 
 

GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.W.3.a 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.W.3.a 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.W.3.a 

Engage and orient the reader by 
establishing a context and point of 
view and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; organize an 
event sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically. 

Engage and orient the reader by 
establishing a context and point of 
view and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; organize an 
event sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically. 

Engage and orient the reader by 
establishing a context and 
introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally 
and logically. 

 

Essence: Providing context and point of view orients the reader in a story or a text, and helps the reader 
understand the sequence in which events unfold. 

Content Specification 1: Select a sentence or phrase that helps describe a point of view in a story or text 
Content Specification 2: Select a sentence or phrase that helps describe a character in a story or text 
Content Specification 3: Select a sentence or phrase that helps describe the setting in a story or text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words and sentences on topics appropriate for grades 6–8 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which sentence shows how the lion feels about the mouse waking him up from a nap? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which sentence describes the lion? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which sentence tells where the story takes place? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.W.3.c 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.W.3.c 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.W.3.c 

Use a variety of transition words, 
phrases, and clauses to convey 
sequence, signal shifts from one 
time frame or setting to another, 
and show the relationships among 
experiences and events. 

Use a variety of transition words, 
phrases, and clauses to convey 
sequence and signal shifts from 
one time frame or setting to 
another. 

Use a variety of transition words, 
phrases, and clauses to convey 
sequence and signal shifts from 
one time frame or setting to 
another. 

 

Essence: Transition words and phrases in a story or a text can signal the unfolding of a sequence of 
events, the passage of time, or a change in setting. 

Content Specification 1: Select transition phrases to indicate the passage of time 
Content Specification 2: Select a transition word to indicate the passage of time 
Content Specification 3: Select transition words or phrases to show the relationship between events 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words and sentences on topics appropriate for grades 6–8 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which phrase tells what Lynn does after buying a movie ticket? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which word in this sentence tells when Sasha went to the park? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which sentence tells what happens first in this part of the story? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.W.3.d 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.W.3.d 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.W.3.d 

Use precise words and phrases, 
relevant descriptive details, and 
sensory language to capture the 
action and convey experiences and 
events. 

Use precise words and phrases, 
relevant descriptive details, and 
sensory language to capture the 
action and convey experiences and 
events. 

Use precise words and phrases, 
relevant descriptive details, and 
sensory language to convey 
experiences and events. 

 

Essence: Different techniques can be used to describe an event or convey an experience. 

Content Specification 1: Identify and use relevant concrete or sensory word or phrase to precisely 
convey events, experiences, or ideas in a text that is specific to a writing purpose 
Content Specification 2: Identify and use relevant concrete or sensory word or phrase to precisely 
convey events, experiences or ideas in a text 
Content Specification 3: Identify and use relevant concrete or sensory word or phrase to precisely 
convey ideas in a text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words and sentences on topics appropriate for grades 6–8 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which word could be used to accurately describe Danny’s personality? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which word describes what happens in the story? 

Content Specification 3: 
A student is writing a paper about volunteering. Show me, which word can the student use to describe 
one benefit of volunteering? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

RESEARCH TO BUILD AND PRESENT KNOWLEDGE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.W.8 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.W.8 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.W.8 

Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, 
using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy 
of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 

Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, 
using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy 
of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 

Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources; 
assess the credibility of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and 
providing basic bibliographic 
information for sources. 

 

Essence: To understand and evaluate the information gathered from research, use reliable sources and 
paraphrase the information. 

Content Specification 1: Paraphrase information from multiple sources 
Content Specification 2: Identify a credible source of information 
Content Specification 3: Recall details from one source of information 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words and sentences on topics appropriate for grades 6–8 
 Source materials (content-related text, directories, dictionaries, atlases, websites, news media) 

commonly used in grades 6–8 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which sentence summarizes information from both sources? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which source would provide reliable information about the moon? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which detail is found in the instruction manual? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: VI. LANGUAGE 

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.L.4 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.L.4 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.L.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words or phrases based on grade 8 
reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 
7 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 
6 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Essence: Use multiple strategies to determine the meaning of new vocabulary words and phrases. 

Content Specification 1: Identify the meaning of unfamiliar words using prefix/suffix or root word 
strategies 
Content Specification 2: Use context clues to determine the meaning of unknown words 
Content Specification 3: Match the meaning of familiar words to pictures/concrete objects 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Topics familiar to students in grades 6–8  

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, what does the word “impossible” mean? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which word helps explain the meaning of the word “hesitate”? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which picture shows an aquarium?  
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: VI. LANGUAGE 

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.L.5 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.L.5 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.L.5 

Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings; 8.L.5.a—interpret 
figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, 
puns) in context. 

Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 

Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings; 6.L.5.a—interpret 
figures of speech (e.g., 
personification) in context. 

Essence: Vocabulary study, including figurative language and word relationships helps in understanding 
the nuances of word meanings. 

Content Specification 1: Explain the meanings of simple metaphors and similes 
Content Specification 2: Identify synonyms, antonyms, or homographs for words 
Content Specification 3: Identify real-life connections between words and their uses 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Topics familiar to students in grades 6–8 
 Vocabulary consistent with the curriculum in grades 6–8 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, what does the expression “time is money” mean? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which word means the same as “considerate”? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which of these objects can be described as fragile? 
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GRADE BAND 6–8 ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: VI. LANGUAGE 

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
8.L.6 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
7.L.6 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
6.L.6 

Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

Essence: To show that we understand the meaning of new vocabulary words, we should use them 
correctly when we communicate our ideas. 

Content Specification 1: Use unfamiliar words and phrases associated with a particular topic 
Content Specification 2: Use familiar words and phrases acquired from a text 
Content Specification 3: Use familiar words acquired from a text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Words must have been used the context of a passage or other sentence 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which word used to describe cars can also be used to describe trains? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which sentence uses the word “approach” in the same way? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which sentence uses the word “drift” correctly? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.RL.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

Essence: Answers to questions about the text should be supported by information found in the text. 

Content Specification 1: Given an inferential question, cite details from the text to support the answer 
Content Specification 2: Given a factual question, cite details from the text to support the answer 
Content Specification 3: Answer literal questions about the text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Stories or dramas with a clear sequence of events 
 Poems with a clear sequence of events 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which sentence supports the idea that Sam feels nervous about moving to a new 
neighborhood? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which detail shows that Mae is eager to play basketball with friends?  

Content Specification 3:  
Show me, when does Bo’s family eat dinner? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.RL.5 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), 
and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

Essence: The way the author organizes the events in a story helps us to understand and appreciate the 
story. 

Content Specification 1: Explain why an author orders events in a story in a particular way 
Content Specification 2: Distinguish the pattern of events (e.g., first, then, next, last) 
Content Specification 3: Sequence three events from a text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Stories or dramas with a clear sequence of events 
 Poems with a clear sequence of events 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, what happens because Jill finds the package? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what happens first in the story? 

Content Specification 3:  
Show me, in what order do the main events in the story take place? 

  



HSA-Alt English Language Arts Test Specifications 

60 
 

HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.RL.6 

Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United 
States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

Essence: Each character or storyteller may have a different idea of what happened in the story because 
each has a different “point of view.” 

Content Specification 1: Compare and contrast the storyteller/narrator/character to the reader (self) 
Content Specification 2: Describe the storyteller/narrator/character’s point of view 
Content Specification 3: Identify the storyteller/narrator/character 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Stories with a clear storyteller/narrator 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, how is the storyteller different than you? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what is the storyteller’s point of view? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, who is telling this story? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: I. LITERATURE 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.RL.9 

Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare 
treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare). 

Essence: Authors get ideas about what to write by reading other stories. 

Content Specification 1: Compare a text with its source material (e.g., comparing West Side Story to 
Romeo and Juliet) 
Content Specification 2: Identify similar events from two related texts 
Content Specification 3: Identify similar characters from two related texts 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 

 Topics that relate to high school students’ interests 
 Stories based on actual events paired with a report of the actual event 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, how are this story and the play it is based on alike? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which event in the second story is just like what happens in the first story? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which character in the first story has the same traits as Cindy? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.RI.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

Essence: Information found in the text can be used to help answer fact or inference questions. 

Content Specification 1: Given an inferential question, cite details from the text to support the answer 
Content Specification 2: Given a factual question, cite details from the text to support the answer 
Content Specification 3: Answer literal questions about the text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Directly inferred information and literal information stated directly in the text 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, based on the passage, which detail supports the idea that the amount of sleep is related to 
energy levels? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what is one cause of the Great Depression? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, when did the Civil War end? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.RI.3 

Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points 
are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 

Essence: The way that the author organizes the ideas or events in a text helps to show the connections 
among the ideas or events. 

Content Specification 1: Explain the connections between two individuals, events, or ideas 
Content Specification 2: Describe how a series of events are connected  
Content Specification 3: Sequence a series of events 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Literal information stated directly in the text and directly inferable ideas  

Sample Item Stems 

Content Specification 1: 
Show me, how did the development of the steam engine lead to the invention of the automobile?  

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, what inspired the artist? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what are the first two events that happen in the passage? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.RI.6 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance 
that point of view or purpose. 

Essence: We can determine the author’s purpose or point of view by looking for and analyzing the 
supporting details in a text. 

Content Specification 1: Defend the author’s point of view with supporting details from the text 
Content Specification 2: Identify details that support the author’s point of view 
Content Specification 3: Identify the author’s point of view or purpose 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Topics consistent with the high school curriculum 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which detail does the author use to convince the reader that print books are better than 
electronic books?  

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which detail supports the author’s point of view? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, why does the author write this article? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: II. INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.RI.8 

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

Essence: In order to evaluate an argument, we need to identify the relevant evidence that is used to 
support it and determine whether it is valid. 

Content Specification 1: Evaluate relevant and irrelevant evidence related to an argument or claim 
Content Specification 2: Identify evidence related to an argument or claim 
Content Specification 3: Identify an argument or claim 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Texts with a clear argument or claim 
 Topics consistent with the high school curriculum 
 Focus on relevant information 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which detail should the author exclude from the essay? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which idea supports the author’s claim about the invention of the automobile? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, what does the author claim about Ford’s development of the manufacturing process for the 
automobile? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.W.1.a 

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization 
that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

Essence: When composing a piece of writing, it is important to identify and support a claim. 

Content Specification 1: Revise arguments by identifying improved organizational elements and best 
use of elaboration techniques by providing a conclusion that is appropriate to purpose and audience and 
follows from the argument(s) or deleting details that do not support the claim 
Content Specification 2: Revise arguments by identifying improved organizational elements and best 
use of elaboration techniques by establishing and maintaining a formal style (including appropriate 
sentence variety) for audience/purpose or providing a conclusion that is appropriate to purpose and 
audience and follows from the argument(s) 
Content Specification 3: Revise arguments by identifying improved organizational elements and best 
use of elaboration techniques by including relevant and credible evidence or appropriate transitional 
strategies to support reasons/claims/counterclaims 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Texts with a clear argument or claim 
 Topics consistent with the high school curriculum 
 Focus on relevant information 
 Items aligned to organization present reasons and evidence that are out of order, not details 

that do not belong 
 Elaboration items address details that do not belong 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
A student is writing an article for a school newspaper. Show me, which sentence would be the best 
introduction to the article? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which sentence best concludes this paper? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which detail best supports the author’s idea that students should be required to wear uniforms? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.W.2.b 

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

Essence: The topic of a text must provide adequate and sufficient evidence to support its argument. 

Content Specification 1: Revise informational/explanatory text by identifying improved organizational 
elements such as organizing complex ideas, concepts, and information; or using precise language and 
domain-specific vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the 
complexity of the topic so that each element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole 
Content Specification 2: Revise informational/explanatory text by identifying improved organizational 
elements such as organizing ideas, concepts, and information; or using precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic so that each element builds on that which 
precedes it to create a unified whole 
Content Specification 3: Revise informational/explanatory text by identifying improved organizational 
elements such as organizing information; or using precise vocabulary to manage the complexity of the 
topic so that each element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Texts with a clear argument or claim 
 Topics consistent with the high school curriculum 
 Focus on relevant information 
 Items aligned to organization present reasons and evidence that are out of order, not details 

that do not belong 
 Elaboration items address details that do not belong 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
A student is writing a research paper about ancient Greece. Show me, which sentence should be 
excluded from this report? 

Content Specification 2: 
A student is writing a report about the functions of different parts of plant cells. Show me, which sentence 
introduces this topic? 

Content Specification 3: 
A student is writing a lab report about a science experiment she performed. Here is a draft of the 
student’s report. The report has a section called “Resources.” Show me, which word should the student 
use instead of the word “Resources”?  
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

RESEARCH TO BUILD AND PRESENT KNOWLEDGE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.W.7 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on 
the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

 

Essence: Multiple sources should be used to gather information and answer a question about a research 
topic. 

Content Specification 1: Conduct research using multiple sources to generate and answer questions 
Content Specification 2: Identify details from multiple sources to share about a topic 
Content Specification 3: Select details from two sources to share about a topic 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Source materials (content-related text, directories, dictionaries, atlases, websites, news media) 

commonly used in high school 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which sources will provide information about the weather forecast? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which is a sentence from the article that tells how fossils are formed? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which sentence provides details about how rainclouds are formed? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: IV. WRITING 

RESEARCH TO BUILD AND PRESENT KNOWLEDGE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.W.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into 
the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 

 

Essence: Conducting research requires that we identify the sources where we locate information, 
paraphrase that information, and use the proper method of citing the sources. 

Content Specification 1: Identify a credible source of information for answering a research question 
Content Specification 2: Identify basic bibliographic information from a source 
Content Specification 3: Identify a source for gathering information about a topic 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Source materials (content-related text, directories, dictionaries, atlases, websites, news media) 

commonly used in high school 
 Words and sentences on topics appropriate for high school 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which source would be most useful for finding information for this report/article/essay? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, who is the author of this book? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which source can be used to gather information about the geography of Japan? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: VI. LANGUAGE 

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.L.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9 and 
10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Essence: Use multiple strategies to determine the meaning of new vocabulary words and phrases. 

Content Specification 1: Identify the meaning of unfamiliar words using prefix/suffix or root word 
strategies 
Content Specification 2: Use context clues to determine the meaning of unknown words 
Content Specification 3: Use a dictionary or other reference materials to identify the meaning of 
unknown words 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Vocabulary consistent with the high school curriculum 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, what does the word “retract” mean? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which word helps explain the meaning of “rival”? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, according to the glossary, what does the word “region” mean? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: VI. LANGUAGE 

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.L.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Essence: Studying figurative language, word relationships, and subtle differences in word meanings can 
help in comprehending more complex texts. 

Content Specification 1: Explain the meaning of similes, metaphors, and other figurative language 
Content Specification 2: Identify synonyms, antonyms, or homographs for words 
Content Specification 3: Identify real-life connections for words and their uses 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Vocabulary consistent with the high school curriculum 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, what does the metaphor “she has a bubbly personality” mean? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which word means the same as “perceive”? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which object can be described as slimy? 
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HIGH SCHOOL ITEM SPECIFICATIONS: VI. LANGUAGE 

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE 

 

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard 
HS.L.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 

Essence: To show that we understand the meaning of new vocabulary words, including content area 
vocabulary, we should use them correctly when we communicate our ideas. 

Content Specification 1: Use unfamiliar words and phrases associated with a particular topic 
Content Specification 2: Use familiar words and phrases acquired from a text 
Content Specification 3: Use familiar words acquired from a text 

Acceptable Item Types 
 Engagement items 
 Two-option multiple-choice items 
 Three-option multiple-choice items 

Content Limits 
 Vocabulary consistent with the high school curriculum 

Sample Item Stems 
Content Specification 1: 
Show me, which word from the story can be used to describe a baseball game? 

Content Specification 2: 
Show me, which sentence uses the word “influence” correctly? 

Content Specification 3: 
Show me, which sentence uses the word “predict” in the same way as the author? 


