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Understanding Your 
Child’s 2017–2018

Score Report

What Is the 
Purpose of the  
HSA-Alt Assessments?

The Hawai‘i State Alternate 
Assessments (HSA-Alt) are designed 
to measure the performance of 
students with significant cognitive 
disabilities on the Hawai‘i Common 
Core Content Specifications in  
ELA/Literacy and Mathematics and 
the Hawai‘i Content and Performance 
Standards, Third Edition (HCPS III) 
Content Specifications in Science. 

In the spring of school year 2017–
2018, ELA/Literacy and Mathematics 
assessments were administered in 
grades 3–8 and 11, and a Science 
assessment was administered 
in grades 4, 8, and 11. Students 
received one combined report for 
the ELA/Literacy and Mathematics 
assessments. Students who took 
the Science assessment received an 
additional, separate report. 

Assessments can help identify whether 
students need extra instruction or 
practice in ELA/Literacy, Mathematics, 
or Science. This guide will help you 
better understand your child’s report.
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Dear Doe Family:

The Hawai‘i State Department of Education is pleased 
to send you this report about Jennifer’s performance 
on the Hawai‘i State Alternate Assessments in English 
Language Arts (ELA)/Literacy and Mathematics. The 
ELA/Literacy and Mathematics Alternate Assessments are designed 
to measure students’ achievement of the Hawai‘i Common Core. The 
Hawai‘i Common Core describes what students should know and 
be able to do in ELA/Literacy and Mathematics, based on alternate 
achievement standards. For students who are eligible to take the 
alternate assessments, the achievement standards required to be 
considered proficient differ from the achievement standards set for the 
general assessments. The Achievement Standards for the alternate 
assessments have been reduced in depth, breadth, and complexity. 
This difference is a feature of an alternate assessment, as allowed by 
Federal policy.

Students take each assessment one time during the school year. This 
report shows Jennifer’s performance on the assessment for each 
subject and counts as her official score. In addition to showing how 
well Jennifer did on the assessments, this report compares her scores 
with those of other students in her complex area and the state, on the 
same assessments. Due to confidentiality and privacy, no comparisons 
will be made when fewer than 10 students in a complex area have 
completed these assessments. On the bottom of pages 2 and 3, the 
report explains the different areas of the ELA/Literacy and Mathematics 
Alternate Assessments, describes Jennifer’s overall proficiency level, 
and suggests how you may help her to further her knowledge and skills.

For additional information, I encourage you to talk to Jennifer’s teacher 
about this report, what it means, and how you can help.

Sincerely,

Dr. Christina M. Kishimoto 
Superintendent

• Jennifer’s ELA/Literacy and 
Mathematics scores

• The areas that make up the ELA/
Literacy and Mathematics Alternate 
Assessments

• How you can help Jennifer improve 
her ELA/literacy and Mathematics 
skills

• FAQs and additional resources

The student’s name may have been 
truncated due to space limitations.

Student Name: Jennifer Doe
School:  Aloha Elementary School                    
Complex Area: Ewa
Test Year:  2017–2018

Grade 

3 
 2017–2018

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n

What is in this report?

alohahsap.org

For more information 
about this assessment, go to

ELA/Literacy&
Mathematics
Alternate Assessment 

Results

123.1
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Cover Letter 
The first page of your child’s family 
report includes an important letter 
from the Superintendent of the Hawai‘i 
State Department of Education 
summarizing the contents of the report 
and encouraging you to be an active 
participant in your child’s education.
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Hawai‘i ELA/Literacy and Mathematics Alternate Assessment Results
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Jennifer’s ELA/Literacy score is 272. This 
score is higher than the average score of third 
graders in her complex area, and similar to 
that of third graders statewide for this test.  

 A student’s test score can vary if the test is taken 
several times. If your child were tested again, it is 
likely that Jennifer would receive a score between 
270 and 274.

272
Approaches
Proficiency

Jennifer’s ELA/Literacy Score
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Exceeds Proficiency - Students can answer questions 
about a text. They can note similarities in characters. They 
can research a topic and describe similarities and 
differences in the information they find. They can sort 
words into groups and use words correctly.
Meets Proficiency - Students can answer questions about 
ideas in a text. They can explain how a text is organized 
(such as cause/effect) and order events or steps in a 
process. They can sort words into categories and 
remember details from experience or research.
Approaches Proficiency - Students can identify 
characters, settings, details, or events. They can identify 
the main idea and an opinion in a text. They can choose 
the correct source to answer a question. They can identify 
the meaning of common words.

Well Below Proficiency - Students can identify the topic of 
a text and express or choose an opinion. They can identify 
a familiar word, picture, or object. They can match a word 
with a picture or object that shows its meaning.

Jennifer’s 
Score:

272

500

291

275

268

100

Literature
Literature skills are based on understanding fictional texts such as fables, 
folktales, stories, poems, plays, and myths. Skills that are tested include: 
answering questions about ideas clearly stated in a text; identifying events, 
details, characters, or settings in a text; matching a word with a picture or 
object to show its meaning; and finding similar characters in more than one 
story.

Informational Text
Informational Text skills are based on understanding non-fiction texts such 
as biographies, articles, and recipes. Skills that are tested include: answering 
questions about information directly stated in a text; finding the topic and main 
idea; ordering events or steps in a process; matching a word with a picture 
or object to show its meaning; explaining how a text is organized; choosing 
a reliable source to answer a question; and finding more than one piece of 
information about the same topic.

Language
Language skills are based on understanding written and spoken English. Skills 
that are tested include: explaining the meaning of common words and phrases, 
including those with more than one meaning; sorting words into categories; and 
using the right words to show the order of events or a change in time. 

Writing
Writing skills are based on understanding written English and how it is used 
to express ideas. Skills that are tested include: stating or choosing an opinion; 
finding an opinion stated in a text; pointing out a word that shows a conclusion; 
identifying or describing the purpose of common structures in a text (like a table 
of contents or a picture); developing a topic by adding facts, definitions, and 
details; and remembering a detail from experiences or research.

Jennifer scored in the Approaches Proficiency range.  
Students who score in this range should be able to:
• Match characters, settings, details, or events to a picture.
• Match a word to a picture/object that shows its meaning.
• Recognize a main idea that is stated directly.
• Identify an event or step in a process.
• Identify the topic of a text.
• Express or choose an opinion.
• Identify common text structures (like titles or headings).
• Match details to a topic.

Based on Jennifer’s Performance This Year
Introduce your child to different types of reading materials 
(such as newspapers, books, and magazines). As you 
read together, ask specific questions about information in 
the text (such as “Who was Abraham Lincoln?” or “What 
is the author’s opinion of horses?”). Help your child keep 
a list of books and materials about one topic (like baseball 
or friendship) and point out that information about a single 
topic can be found in more than one source. Play word 
games to help your child figure out the meaning of simple 
words or phrases (like arranging a set of objects and giving 
a description of each one, such as “Which object is used to 
tell time?”). Play matching games where your child matches 
pictures to printed words (such as the word “boy” to a picture 
of a boy). Ask your child’s teacher about other ways you can 
continue your child’s learning at home.

Performance LevelELA/Literacy Areas Being Assessed in Grade 3

Next Steps

Average Score
State Average 272
Complex Area Average 262

How does this compare?

Your Child’s Score
On the second or third page of the report, you will 
see your child’s overall score and performance 
level. Results for ELA/Literacy and Mathematics 
assessments were reported in a combined family 
report. If your child was eligible for the Science 
assessment, his or her performance is reported 
in a separate family report. 

Performance Levels
If your child’s score is in the Exceeds Proficiency or Meets Proficiency range in a subject, then 
your child has met the Hawai‘i Common Core Standards for that subject, based on the alternate 
achievement standards. If your child’s score is in the Approaches Proficiency or Well Below 
Proficiency range, then your child has not met the alternate achievement standards for that subject.

The Hawai‘i Common Core forms the foundation 
for all grade-level instruction. During testing, 
however, alternate students are measured using 
a different set of achievement standards. These, 
the alternate achievement standards, represent 
a reduction in depth, breadth, and complexity 
of the general assessment achievement 
expectation. Simplified content and format is 
allowed on the alternate test along with different 
descriptors of student proficiency level.



Hawai‘i ELA/Literacy and Mathematics Alternate Assessment Results
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Jennifer’s ELA/Literacy score is 272. This 
score is higher than the average score of third 
graders in her complex area, and similar to 
that of third graders statewide for this test.  

 A student’s test score can vary if the test is taken 
several times. If your child were tested again, it is 
likely that Jennifer would receive a score between 
270 and 274.

272
Approaches
Proficiency

Jennifer’s ELA/Literacy Score
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Exceeds Proficiency - Students can answer questions 
about a text. They can note similarities in characters. They 
can research a topic and describe similarities and 
differences in the information they find. They can sort 
words into groups and use words correctly.
Meets Proficiency - Students can answer questions about 
ideas in a text. They can explain how a text is organized 
(such as cause/effect) and order events or steps in a 
process. They can sort words into categories and 
remember details from experience or research.
Approaches Proficiency - Students can identify 
characters, settings, details, or events. They can identify 
the main idea and an opinion in a text. They can choose 
the correct source to answer a question. They can identify 
the meaning of common words.

Well Below Proficiency - Students can identify the topic of 
a text and express or choose an opinion. They can identify 
a familiar word, picture, or object. They can match a word 
with a picture or object that shows its meaning.

Jennifer’s 
Score:

272

500

291

275

268

100

Literature
Literature skills are based on understanding fictional texts such as fables, 
folktales, stories, poems, plays, and myths. Skills that are tested include: 
answering questions about ideas clearly stated in a text; identifying events, 
details, characters, or settings in a text; matching a word with a picture or 
object to show its meaning; and finding similar characters in more than one 
story.

Informational Text
Informational Text skills are based on understanding non-fiction texts such 
as biographies, articles, and recipes. Skills that are tested include: answering 
questions about information directly stated in a text; finding the topic and main 
idea; ordering events or steps in a process; matching a word with a picture 
or object to show its meaning; explaining how a text is organized; choosing 
a reliable source to answer a question; and finding more than one piece of 
information about the same topic.

Language
Language skills are based on understanding written and spoken English. Skills 
that are tested include: explaining the meaning of common words and phrases, 
including those with more than one meaning; sorting words into categories; and 
using the right words to show the order of events or a change in time. 

Writing
Writing skills are based on understanding written English and how it is used 
to express ideas. Skills that are tested include: stating or choosing an opinion; 
finding an opinion stated in a text; pointing out a word that shows a conclusion; 
identifying or describing the purpose of common structures in a text (like a table 
of contents or a picture); developing a topic by adding facts, definitions, and 
details; and remembering a detail from experiences or research.

Jennifer scored in the Approaches Proficiency range.  
Students who score in this range should be able to:
• Match characters, settings, details, or events to a picture.
• Match a word to a picture/object that shows its meaning.
• Recognize a main idea that is stated directly.
• Identify an event or step in a process.
• Identify the topic of a text.
• Express or choose an opinion.
• Identify common text structures (like titles or headings).
• Match details to a topic.

Based on Jennifer’s Performance This Year
Introduce your child to different types of reading materials 
(such as newspapers, books, and magazines). As you 
read together, ask specific questions about information in 
the text (such as “Who was Abraham Lincoln?” or “What 
is the author’s opinion of horses?”). Help your child keep 
a list of books and materials about one topic (like baseball 
or friendship) and point out that information about a single 
topic can be found in more than one source. Play word 
games to help your child figure out the meaning of simple 
words or phrases (like arranging a set of objects and giving 
a description of each one, such as “Which object is used to 
tell time?”). Play matching games where your child matches 
pictures to printed words (such as the word “boy” to a picture 
of a boy). Ask your child’s teacher about other ways you can 
continue your child’s learning at home.

Performance LevelELA/Literacy Areas Being Assessed in Grade 3

Next Steps

Average Score
State Average 272
Complex Area Average 262

How does this compare?

Cut Scores
Three cut scores were determined for 
each grade and subject assessed. 
The displayed values indicate the 
minimum score a student must 
achieve to place in the Approaches 
Proficiency, Meets Proficiency, or 
Exceeds Proficiency categories.

Your Child’s Likely Range
This text explains the range in 
which your child might score if he 
or she retook the assessment.

3

Comparison Scores
Your child’s score is compared with the average score of 
students who took the alternate assessment in the state 
of Hawai‘i. For purposes of confidentiality and privacy, the 
average score for the complex area will not be displayed if 
fewer than 10 students within the complex area completed 
the assessment.



Hawai‘i ELA/Literacy and Mathematics Alternate Assessment Results
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Jennifer’s Mathematics score is 294. This 
score is higher than the average score of third 
graders in her complex area, and higher than 
that of third graders statewide for this test.

 A student’s test score can vary if the test is taken 
several times. If your child were tested again, it is 
likely that Jennifer would receive a score between 
289 and 299.

294
Meets

Proficiency

Jennifer’s Mathematics Score

Operations and Algebraic Thinking
Operations and Algebraic Thinking skills are based on the understanding of 
patterns and whole number computation (+,− , x, ÷). Tested skills include using 
objects and/or equations to represent and solve problems; identifying and 
continuing patterns; and adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing whole 
numbers.

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten
Numbers and Operations in Base Ten skills are based on the understanding of 
place value (ones, tens, etc.) and whole numbers with many digits. Tested skills 
include using place value to represent, round, and compare whole numbers 
(35 is 3 tens and 5 ones) and determining the missing factor in equations with 
multiples of 10 (in __ x 10 = 50, __ is 5).

Numbers and Operations – Fractions
Numbers and Operations - Fractions skills are based on the understanding of 
fractions. Tested skills include using fraction models to represent, compare, and 
order fractions; identifying equivalent (equal) fractions; and comparing fractions 
with the same numerator or denominator.

Measurement and Data
Measurement and Data skills are based on the understanding of the meaning 
of characteristics that can be measured (such as time, length, width, perimeter, 
and area). Tested skills include: using units of measure (like inches); telling 
time; identifying data points on a line plot; and solving problems based on 
information in a picture graph.

Geometry
Geometry skills are based on the understanding of geometric shapes and their 
properties. Tested skills include sorting and labeling shapes based on their 
characteristics (for example, the number of sides of a shape).

Jennifer scored in the Meets Proficiency range.  
Students who score in this range should be able to:
• Identify the next symbol in a pattern.
• Use visual models/manipulatives to compare whole 

numbers.
• Round whole numbers to the nearest 10.
• Match data points to a line plot.
• Tell time to the nearest hour.
• Find the area by covering the interior surface of a shape.
• Identify the perimeter when given all side lengths for a 

shape.
• Identify halves and fourths on a number line.
• Identify equivalent fractions using visual models.

Based on Jennifer’s Performance This Year
With your child, solve real-world problems using 
multiplication, division, addition, and subtraction of whole 
numbers [for example, “How many packages of hamburger 
buns do we need for 16 guests if there are 8 hamburger 
buns in each package?” (16 ÷ 8 = 2)]. Use a number line to 
estimate and compare whole numbers. Create number line 
models marked off in halves and count up together: 0, ½, 1, 
1 ½, 2, 2 ½, etc. Make a pattern using common geometric 
shapes and ask your child to describe and continue the 
pattern. For example, “This pattern is triangle-triangle-
square-triangle-triangle. What comes next?” (square). Have 
your child create a pattern that you can describe and/or 
continue. Ask your child’s teacher about other ways you can 
continue your child’s learning at home.

Performance LevelMathematics Areas Being Assessed in Grade 3

Next Steps
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Exceeds Proficiency - Students can solve one-step 
problems involving any of the four operations. They can 
continue patterns, sort shapes using more than one 
feature, create line plots, match fractions to models, and 
compare fractions.
Meets Proficiency - Students can identify benchmark 
fractions (halves and fourths) on a number line, round 
numbers to the nearest ten, and match data points to line 
plots. They can tell time to the nearest hour and identify 
equivalent fractions using visual models.
Approaches Proficiency - Students can solve one-step 
addition and subtraction problems. They can recognize if a 
figure is full or empty, match time on a schedule to time on 
a clock, identify data points on a line plot, and find the 
fraction represented by a visual model. 

Well Below Proficiency - Students can count by tens, use 
manipulatives to add and subtract, recognize common 
shapes, and identify a pattern. They can identify the time 
on a clock and a point on a line plot.

Jennifer’s 
Score:

294

500

306

281

260

100
Average Score

State Average 261
Complex Area Average 251

How does this compare?

Next Steps
The Next Steps recommendations are based 
on your child’s overall subject performance 
level. This section provides information on 
activities you can do with your child to build 
on strengths and alleviate weaknesses in the 
subjects assessed.

Condensed Performance Level Descriptors
The condensed performance level descriptors provide 
parents with information on what students at a 
particular score and level should know and be able to 
do.

Subject Areas Assessed This section 
describes what areas were tested for each 
subject administered. Four areas were 
assessed in ELA/Literacy. Areas assessed in
Mathematics vary by grade: five areas were 
tested in grades 3–5, four areas were 
tested in grades 6–8, and three areas were
tested in grade 11. Areas assessed in Science 
also vary by grade, with three areas tested at 
each grade level.
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Hawai‘i Science Alternate Assessment Results

2

Jane’s Science score is 289. This score is higher 
than the average score of fourth graders in her 
complex area, and higher than that of fourth 
graders statewide for this test.   

 A student’s test score can vary if the test is taken 
several times. If your child were tested again, it is likely 
that Jane would receive a score between 283 and 295.

289
Approaches
Proficiency

Jane’s Science Score
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Exceeds Proficiency - Students are able to identify a 
conclusion based on a series of observations. They can 
describe the effects of technology, advantages of simple 
machines, the effects of gravity, and the properties of 
objects in the solar system.
Meets Proficiency - Students are able to recognize when 
an experiment is needed to answer a question. They can 
identify parts of living things, parts of ecosystems, parts of 
circuits, objects in the solar system, and gravity as a force.

Approaches Proficiency - Students are able to identify 
living and nonliving things. They can identify processes that 
change land, the sun as a source of energy, and the 
organisms in a food chain. 

Well Below Proficiency - Students can participate in an 
experiment and make simple observations. They can 
observe the use of tools and safety devices. They may 
require actual objects (e.g., ice, measuring cups) for 
support in science class.

Jane’s 
Score:

289

500

336

300

278

100

Jane scored in the Approaches Proficiency range.  
Students who score in this range should be able to:
• Identify tools and technology (e.g., ruler, computer).

• Identify living and non-living things in a habitat (e.g., 
plants, bees, rocks, water).

• Observe common reactions (e.g., baking soda mixed 
with vinegar make bubbles).

• Identify earth materials and land forms (e.g., mountains, 
soil).

• Recognize Earth, sun, and moon in a model.

Based on Jane’s Performance This Year
Point out forms of technology (e.g., computers, telephones).
Visit a park and identify living things (e.g., plants, animals)
and non-living things (e.g., dirt, rocks). Cook or bake
together and talk about how combining the ingredients
makes something different. Page through travel or nature
magazines and look at pictures of different places; talk
about the different types of landforms in each place (e.g.,
mountains, sand dunes, volcanoes). Look at diagrams or
pictures of the solar system and point out where we live.
Ask your child’s teacher about other ways you can continue
your child’s learning at home.

Performance LevelScience Areas Being Assessed in Grade 4

Next Steps

The Scientific Process
The Scientific Process skill set is based on understanding the nature of
science and investigation. Tested skills include identifying questions that 
can be answered with an experiment (e.g., “What makes plants grow 
taller?”), answering questions about experiments (e.g., questions about the 
setup, instruments used, conclusion), making observations and inferences, 
identifying different types of technology (e.g., solar panels, wind turbines, 
hydroelectric dams) and identifying the effects of technology (e.g. helps people 
communicate, saves resources).

Life and Environmental Sciences
Life and Environmental Science skills are based on an understanding of
biology and ecology. Tested skills include identifying producers and
consumers and their relationships in a food chain or web, identifying the
structures and behaviors of organisms for survival (e.g., wings for flying
away, migration), describing how plants need animals (e.g., pollination),
identifying the differences between plant and animal cells, and identifying the 
needs of organisms for survival.

Physical, Earth, and Space Sciences
Physical, Earth, and Space Science skills are based on an understanding of 
objects on Earth and in space. Tested skills include making observations of 
reactions (e.g., vinegar and baking soda), identifying parts of a circuit and 
forms of energy (e.g., light energy), identifying gravity, identifying simple 
machines (e.g., ramp, lever), identifying processes that reshape land (e.g., 
earthquakes), identifying parts of the water cycle, identifying parts of the solar 
system, describing the motion of Earth, and describing earth materials.

Average Score
State Average 278
Complex Area Average 190

How does this compare?

Science Alternate Assessment Results 
Students in grades 4, 8, and 11 who took the Science assessment received an 
additional, separate report. This report follows the same format as the report for 
ELA/Literacy and Mathematics.
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Glossary of Terms/Definitions

Achievement Standards: The Hawai‘i State Alternate Assessment proficiency levels for 
each subject are based on Alternate Achievement Standards. These standards, or cut 
scores, differ from the achievement standards used to set proficiency levels for each Hawai‘i 
Common Core or Hawai‘i State Assessment (HSA) subject. The Achievement Standards for 
the alternate assessments have been reduced in depth, breadth, and complexity.

Content Specifications: The content specifications are designed to provide entry points 
to the Hawai‘i State Alternate Assessment for students with significant cognitive disabilities. 
The content specifications are organized by grade. To learn more about the content 
specifications, please visit www.alohahsap.org/HSA_ALT/students/, click on “Resources” and 
then click on “Students and Families.”

Cut Scores: Selected points on the score scale of the HSA-Alt assessments which are used 
to classify student performance into one of four performance levels.

Performance Level: Performance levels represent levels of mastery with respect to either 
the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) or the Hawaiʻi Content and Performance 
Standards, Third Edition (HCPS III) for an HSA-Alt assessment.

Performance Level Descriptors: These descriptors are a summary of what students within 
each performance level are expected to know and be able to do.

Scale Scores: Scale scores are statistically converted scores using the number of items 
students answer correctly and the difficulty of the items presented. Scale scores can be 
compared over multiple test administrations.

Standards: Grade-Level (ELA/Literacy and Mathematics) or grade-level specific (Science) 
content that is assessed for accountability purposes.

Subject Area: A subset of content knowledge and skills within a subject.

Additional Resources

HSA–Alt Information and Parent Resources

http://alohahsap.org/HSA_ALT/resources/
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